
On|Off – Highlights the Darfur crisis 
 

 
 
On|Off is donating space at this September’s London Fashion Week event to 
support the efforts of highlighting the humanitarian crisis in  Darfur. Working in 
association with Merlin, the medical aid agency, OnlOff aims to help raise 
awareness and money to support emergency health care for refuges in the war-
torn region. 
 
OnlOff has asked some of its key designers to donate their creative time and 
energy and create a piece to highlight this crisis. The pieces will be showcased 
within the foyer of OnlOff, by arrangement with The Royal Academy of Arts, 6 
Burlington Gardens and then the pieces will be donated to Merlin who will retail 
the pieces to the public through fashionspace.com to raise support for the crisis. 
 
OnlOff director Lee Lapthorne has said “I have been amazed by the designer’s 
enthusiasm and willingness to give something back” and the designers include:  
Alex Noble, Amininaka Wilmont, Bérubé, Hannah Martin, Sinta Tantra, Jacob 
Kimmie, Richard Sorger, Stephanie Aman, Allegra Hicks, Hannah Marshall and 
Mac-Millan. 



 
OnlOff Designer’s statements for their donation for Darfur project. 
 
 
AMINAKA WILMONT 
 
‘With all the chaos that surrounds our everyday lives it is easy to forget that there 
is a world outside our front door that is need of help. There is no place more in 
urgent need that Darfur. The situation calls for immediate action and it is a cry 
that should stir all of us into rediscovering what is outside the front door and 
reconnect with our humanity’. 
 
ALEX NOBLE 
 
 ‘I took part in this project because it is important to help in whatever way we can 
to raise awareness of the terrible situation there’. 
 
MAC-MILLAN 
 
‘Mac-Millan are participating with the On|Off Installation for Darfur to help raise 
awareness to the atrocities that threaten the lives of people throughout this 
region’. 
 
BÉRUBÉ 
 
‘My design explores issues of homelessness and exile.  Despite the many 
problems that affect people in Darfur - disease, violence, hunger to name but a 
few - being without a home is a wound that leaves indelible marks not only for 
families living through the conflict but for generations to come’.  
 
SINTA TANTRA 
 
 Before this project I didn't know much about the Darfur Crisis. The more I read 
and researched into it, the more I realised that there was a real need to highlight 
this incredibly serious humanitarian problem. Although individually it seems 
difficult to make a change I believe that even making a small participation in 
some way will help - whether its donating a piece of work and raising money or 
just creating an awareness through being part of On |Off I have faith that even 
small differences can create waves.  
 
STEPHANIE AMAN 
 
This piece of work represents the plight in Darfur 
A frail skeletal child sized garment eaten away by mosquito flies carrying the 
spread of disease. 
The baneful trap of a chorded string hood tie wraps itself around the body. 
No one is there to help…. 



….simply suffering souls…. 
 
HANNAH MARTIN 
 
This piece is designed as a desperate plea to all of those involved in prolonging 
the horrific suffering of the people of Darfur  
We all have a responsibility to free Darfur from the shackles that bind it and stop 
this despicable war. 
 
RICHARD SORGER 
 
I’m not a political person and I’m wary of fashion designers making overt political 
statements.  
I wanted to create a seductive piece that will get the wearer complimented. And 
the compliment might lead to a question about the garment’s imagery. This 
allows for the subject of Darfur to be raised and discussed. It is only through 
raising awareness –one person at a time- that the possibility of help or resolution 
becomes more hopeful. 
The imagery is like a tourist’s map -‘you are here’- though fortunately, you’re not. 
 
JACOB KIMMIE 
 
 “I was born in South Africa and I know all too well how cheap life is in Africa. I 
decided to take part to conceal my guilt of being in a privileged situation in the 
UK.  My t-shirt represents Africa’s Bleeding Heart and the world’s greatest 
heartache.” 
 
ALLEGRA HICKS 
 
I wanted to represent in my designs the terrible conflict with the army green 
canvas bag with my Allegra Hicks silver water-drop logo turned blood red to 
represent something as pure as water being destroyed by the deaths of so many 
innocents. I also wanted to paint a picture of hope for the future on the kaftan by 
embroidering white doves coming out of the darkness.'     
 
 
ENDS 
 
Notes to the Editor 
  
OnlOff adds the ‘Midas Touch’ to its eighth season 
 
OnlOff, by arrangement of The Royal Academy of Arts, 6 Burlington 
Gardens, returns with another fashion exclusive 17 – 20th September 2007 
 
Returning with fresh talent and established designer collections this seasons 
On|Off will definitely have the 'Midas touch'. - Following the high demand for 



catwalk shows last season On|Off will be returning with 2 catwalk spaces, The 
Westroom and The Gallery, the newly designed exhibition area on the 1st floor 
with space for over 30 designers, an exclusive Art exhibition, Press lounge, VIP 
room and the always well attended VIP launch reception.  
 

Merlin’s medical aid in Darfur 

What is Merlin?  
Merlin is the only specialist UK agency which responds worldwide with vital health care and 
medical relief for vulnerable people caught up in natural disasters, conflict, disease and health 
system collapse 
 
What is Merlin doing?  
From its base in Nyala, medical teams reach out to more than 400,000 people through a network 
of permanent clinics at sites such as Sanyafundu, Seleah and Hijer. Mobile clinics travel out to 
more remote camps where people face malnutrition and are at high risk from diseases such as 
diarrhoea, malaria, meningitis, and pneumonia. In summer last year, Merlin opened a medical 
clinic in Gereida-the region’s largest camp for displaced people- bringing health care to 120,000 
people.  
 

What your money will buy: 
£1 could vaccinate a child against measles 
£5 could buy a stethoscope to help pick up a babies heart beat  
£25 could buy plastic sheeting to shelter a homeless family in Darfur 
£25,000 could build a health clinic in North Sudan 
Averting disaster in Darfur 
Aid workers brave violence to save lives 
 
 
For more information about Merlin, visit: www.merlin.org.uk 
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